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 CO-ED / BOARDING

•	 VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA >> Gateway:  Victoria
•	 Situated on Vancouver Island, in the provincial capital of Victoria.
•	 Approx.  30 minutes from Victoria International Airport
•	 Founded in 1906
•	 938 students total / 570 in Senior (Upper) School;  250 live on campus  

(boarding available in grades 8-12 only)
•	 Maximum 42 ESL students enrolled annually (grades 9-10)
•	 95-98% graduates attend post-secondary institution

Grade levels  Grades 8-12  
Ages 13-18

SMUS does not register students who are or will be  
19 years of age or over in their graduating year.

Programme FY LINEAR SCHOOL 
Full Year:  September to June
Partial year study is not possible

Campus 22-acres of  park-like property in Victoria +
NEW Waterfront facility for rowing/water sport

Accommodation B Boarding in school residence
3 meals daily

Average Class Size 18 - 24 students / 8:1 student to teacher ratio

ESL  Available for grade 8-10 only

IB / AP  AP courses available

Laptop programme  Laptop use not mandatory

Medical Insurance  Mandatory to purchase school insurance

Sports & social clubs  Mandatory

School uniforms  mandatory  
-  Purchase through the school store 
-  Uniforms must be ordered in advance of arrival 
-  Students attend first day of classes in full uniform

School Breaks several long weekend breaks per year, including:
 - Winter Break (approx. 3 weeks)
- Spring Break (approx. 3 weeks)

Students are not permitted to remain on 
campus during these breaks.  Accommodation 
arrangements are available through the school or 
with a CISS host family.

Special features •	 Excellent sports, art and drama programmes
•	 SMUS students score an average of 84% on  

AP exams compared to 59% world average

 AP / URBAN SETTING

Outstanding Preparation for High 
Learning and for Life
At St. Michaels University School, we believe many of the most 
important lessons - both intellectual and personal - challenge 
students to go beyond their comfort zone. We offer an extensive 
academic programme, with 22 Advanced Placement subjects, and 
encourage each and every student to explore their potential in a 
variety of areas; arts, athletics, leadership, music and service are 
part of daily life. Our boarders come from over 20 countries around 
the world and our integrated ESL programme further extends our 
opportunities to international students. We are a community shaped 
by passion. Our vision: to learn, to lead, to serve; discovering the 
promise  in our selves and the world. 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:

•	 CISS application including transcripts
•	 Telephone interview
•	 TOEFL / TOEFL Jr score
•	 Grade 8-10:  Beginner to Advanced 

level English accepted (ESL  
programme available)

•	 Grade 11-12: High Intermediate to 
Advanced level English required

•	 An on-line application may also 
be required
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Residence 
Approximately 247 students live in the school’s three residences (houses). Each co-ed house has a 
boys’ and girls’ wing, with a shared common room.   Students are under constant care and supervision 
of a house-parent who also provide support during structured evening study hours.  Two students 
share a room, each with his/her own bed, desk and storage locker.   Each room has a private 
bathroom.  Students must bring their own bedding (pillow, blanket, duvet) and pillows.  Residential 
life also includes full Saturday activity and trips programme, and social ‘house games’.

Academic Curriculum 
The school year is divided into 3 terms.  

The  academic programme is enriched and very comprehensive, boasting one of the highest 
Advanced Placement participation rates in Canada.  AP exams are available in over 24 subjects 
including Art History, Biology, Chemistry, English Literature,  History,  Human Geography,  Economics,  
Physics and many more.

The Core programme is designed to ensure that each student is introduced to a wide variety of 
disciplines and receives a well-rounded education in preparation for post-secondary education.  St. 
Michaels is proud to offer an exacting academic programme which surpasses the British Columbia 
Provincial Ministry of Education’s requirements.  

Students take courses in the following academic areas:  English, Mathematics, Social Studies 
(Geography, Economics, History), Sciences, Business Studies, Modern Languages (including French, 
Japanese, Mandarin and Spanish), Art, Dance, Drama and Music.   

Computers / laptops		                                                                   laptop:     not required 
At present, students at SMUS are not required to purchase or use a computer on a daily basis.   

In all of its activities for both faculty and students, however, SMUS attempts to facilitate the use of 
technology where and when it is required. In practice, this means that the school seeks to tailor a 
particular technology to meet a specific need. At different levels and in different departments, a 
variety of technologies are made available to students, including Smartboards, tablets, projectors, 
language labs, desktop labs and wireless labs. 

Students in Grade 10 are permitted to have a personal computer in their boarding residence after 
they finish their first semester,  provided both their academic standing and standard of behavior are 
high.   Grade 11 and 12 students may have personal computers.

ESL		                                                                         
St. Michaels University School offers an intensive ESL programme for beginner to advanced 
international students in grades 8 though 10 only.  This programme delivers a blend of both 
specialized immersion ESL and general classroom instruction.  It leads to rapid integration into the 
appropriate Canadian grade level.  Students also have the opportunity to prepare for the  TOEFL and/
or SAT tests. 
Additional charges will be applied for this programme and billed directly to the student’s personal school account.

Sports and Extra-curricular activities                participation:     mandatory 
St. Michaels University School provides students the opportunity to try a wide variety of sports.  
SMUS also offers numerous intramural teams as well as a range of clubs.  Participation in sports is a 
mandatory component of the academic life.  Participation in social activities is also encouraged.

Competitive Sports

Badminton 
Baseball 
Basketball 
Cricket

Cross-country  
       Running 
Cycling 
Field Hockey

Golf 
Rowing 
Rugby 
Soccer

Squash 
Swimming 
Track & Field 
Volleyball

Social Activities / The Arts

Academic Council
Admissions Council
Arts Club & Visual Arts
Arts Council
Athletics
Business Club
Choir

Concert Band
Debating
Drama
Environmental  
    Club
International 
Council
Leadership

Library Council 
Musical Theatre
Newspaper
Orchestra
Outdoor Education
Prefect Council
Public Speaking
Sailing Club

Service Council
Ski Club
Student Council
Theatre Society
Vocal Jazz
Yearbook

School Trips:

SMUS offers trip options to all students with most trips taking place during Christmas vacation and 
Spring Break. These trips focus on language, culture, service, athletics and music. Most years, the Senior 
School will offer six to eight options, including countries such as India, England and Kenya.  
[extra charges apply]

COMFORTABLE RESIDENCES

INTERACTIVE CLASSROOM & TEACHING METHODS

TRADITIONAL & OUTDOOR ADVENTURE SPORTS

ARTS, MUSIC & DRAMA

Facilities

• 22-acre park-like  campus
• 3 residence houses
• Sports fields
• Fitness facility
• Squash courts
• 2 gymnasia 
    (1single, 1 double)
• Waterfront & Rowing facility 
   (off-site but close to school)
• Dining hall

• Language Lab
• Lecture Theatre
• Music rooms
• Drama studio
• Fine Arts studio
• Computer lab
• Science labs
• Library 
• School store

SEE SCHOOL LIFE:
http://www.youtube.com/user/

smustube
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